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God’s Unchanging Love 
 

If you but trust in God to guide you with gentle hand through all your ways, 

You’ll find that God is there beside you when crosses come, in trying days. 
Trust then in God’s unchanging love; build on the rock that will not move. 

 
The time has come.  Though parting is sad, there is also deep hope and inner 

strength to sustain us in transition.  I am now in my final days as pastor of 

Augustana and St. Timothy’s trying to convey my thanks for twenty-two years 

of grace and say good-bye.  I will not be the pastor of this congregation much 

longer.  What a big change!  
 
I am experiencing all of my lasts now.  My last council meeting, last committee meetings, last visits with 

individuals, last newsletter article and soon my last Sunday Service.  Each such experience brings me closer 

to the reality of a new life in a new community under a new call from the same loving saviour.  Through all 

the challenges of letting go, I feel overwhelmed at times.  It is hard to turn from a familiar way of living with 

a supportive group of friends and head in a new direction.  I need to trust in God to guide me.     
 
Yet as the future begins to unfold, I look with confident hope toward a new future, not only for me but also 

for Augustana and St. Timothy’s.  Here is a congregation that has navigated successfully through many 

changes over decades of faithful service.  God has been beside us when crosses came.  We have experienced 

God’s unchanging love, woven into the fabric of this community and expressed in concrete ways.  There is 

something very solid about the way we have learned to be the church in this place.  This is a gift from God.  
 
I give thanks for all that I have learned from this generous community of faith and wish you God’s continued 

grace in all that you do. As I move on and you move forward I wish you God’s blessing. May you find 

strength to give your time and talents to God’s mission in this place. For this is all that has sustained us in 

the past and all that will be needed in the future. God’s mission has a church and you are it! 
 

Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways unswerving, offer your service faithfully. 

Trust heaven’s word; though undeserving, you’ll find God’s promise true to be. 
This is our confidence indeed: God never fails in time of need.   

ELW 769 
 
May God bless you and keep you.   

May God’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

May God look upon you with favour and give you peace.  

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   

 
Pastor David 

 

October 2015 

Augustana & 

St. Timothy’s 

P R E V I E W S  
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Parish   September   School Safety  

Nurse   Health   “Online Tips”       

Notes  Awareness 

Electronic devises such as smart phones can make communication faster and more efficient, but can 

also easily become channels for aggressive, hurtful or harassing behaviors.  Some youth may assume 

that saying and doing mean things online is less hurtful or meaningful because of the medium.  By 

helping young people, parents and educators can change youth’s views on what is normal behavior 

online.  This is the starting point for cyber bullying prevention and intervention. 

A study called Electronic Behavior: the Good, the Bad and the Harm, shows that 5% of youth admitted 

to bullying someone online and 22% reported having been victimized online.  Common forms of 

electronic aggression include negative comments on pictures or websites, texts, instant messaging or 

spreading rumors online.  Youth were more likely to participate if their activity was not easily traceable.  

The study also showed that 65% of youth use these online devices to stay in touch with family and friends 

living far away and 33% to tell friends they are cared about and share videos or pictures to cheer someone 

up.  28% of the youth reported comforting a targeted person and 24% provided supportive comments.  

The survey also showed they were less likely to encourage peers to talk to an adult about the bullying – 

which is a concern. 

Recommendations:  As youth are generally the first users of emerging technology, they also have the 

responsibility of developing a code of conduct for acceptable behavior in these new social spaces.  

Therefore parents, teachers and adults must model good behavior.  

- Online youth conduct needs to be observed, understood and corrected.  As adults we need to recognize 

and reinforce positive online behavior to help youth understand normal and acceptable online activity.  

Provide rewards, for example, a small scholarship or class reward for being a positive online citizen.   

- Often negative comments and posts are electronic expression of intense negative emotions.  Youth need 

support to manage their emotions appropriately as well as develop and express empathy for others.  

Teachers can encourage strategies as deep breathing or counting to ten before typing to discourage 

impulsive responses (saying things they don’t really mean) before hitting send. 

- Educate yourself and your children how to safely navigate the online world; what is all out there and 

about privacy settings for online accounts. 

- Ask questions and be aware of what youth are doing online is a great starting point for knowing how to 

respond and provide assistance. 

- If a young person tells you that cyber bullying is happening, listen carefully.  Let them know that they 

have been heard.  Document the incident.  Be open and honest, reassuring the youth that reporting the 

incident was the right thing to do.  Meet with the child’s parents or other teachers and refer the child to 

the police or website administrators.  Follow up and continue to check in so they know you are an ally 

and resource in the event of future online problems.If you are being Cyber bullied: know it is not your 

fault – no one deserves to be treated cruelly; don’t respond or retaliate; save evidence (visit 

ConnectSafely.org/cyberbullying for instructions); tell the person to stop (if you are comfortable with 

this); reach out to someone for help; use tech tools (ie blocking the person); protect your accounts by 

keeping passwords safe; if someone you know is being bullied, take action! 

Thought of the day:  “Contentment is not the fulfillment of what you want, but a realization of how much 

you already have”.                Carol Kostiuk  –  Parish Nurse    306 291-2586 
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Augustana’s Policy Regarding Designated Offerings: 

Spending of funds is confined to Augustana’s approved programs and projects. 
Each restricted donation toward an approved program or project will be used as 

designated on the understanding that when the need for such a program or project 
has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason as determined by Council, 
the remaining restricted donations designated for such program or project will be 

used for a purpose determined by Augustana Council to be consistent with the spirit 
of the gift. Remember: when writing cheques for funds that will go through 

Augustana, make your cheques payable to Augustana Lutheran Church and 
not directly to the charity who will ultimately receive your gift. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church is a family in Christ. We gather to worship God and to celebrate 
God’s grace received through faith. We are Christians who proclaim the universal lordship of Jesus Christ 

and, as Lutherans, we believe that we receive salvation through faith, not through our own works. Our 
congregation aims to serve God and use our different talents in Christian service in our community and the 

world. Through the Holy Spirit, we draw closer to Christ, spreading His good news and sharing His love 
through word and deed to foster the continual growth of the church. 

 

A U G U S T A N A  &  S T .  T I M O T H Y ' S  
 

 Many Thanks to our  

 Altar Guild Members who so  
readily help out with setting  

up for communion and  
 other worship requirements. 

For October, this will be 
Sharon Morley 

 

       Lectors        Prayers        

Oct. 4        Ben Sartison, Austen Smith  Gord Morley 

Oct. 11      Ruth Zuk, Nicole Smith  Linda Stauffer 

Oct. 18      Angie Johnson, Vange Lundgren Larry Trenouth 

Oct. 25      Noreen Donald, Heather Kleiner Marlene Trenouth 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Readings for October: 
October 4 
Job 1:1, 2:1-10 
Psalm 26 
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16 
October 11 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Psalm 22:1-15 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 
October 18 
Job 38:1-7(34-41) 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 
October 25 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 46 
Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-36 
 

Church Office: 306-242-9553 
Pastor David Hunter cell: 227-2259 
Office: Georgina Krenn  242-9553 
Parish Nurse: Carol Kostiuk  291-2586 
Custodians: Tammi/Brandi Schumaker 
Youth Leader: Austen Smith  
Chair: Bruce Voldeng 
Vice-Chair: Gabriela Lindenbach  
Treasurer: Ron Belke 
St. Timothy’s Liaison: Jim Sharp 
Honourary Pastoral Assistants:  
  Rev. Ed Hedlin & Rev. Ken Peterson 

 

Our Welcoming Statement 

We are a Christ-centred, welcoming community. We commit ourselves to modeling 
Christ’s unconditional love in our worship, learning, fellowship, friendship, and 

service to others. Just as God welcomes and cares for us, so we welcome everyone 
to participate in all aspects of our community, without regard to sexual orientation, 

gender identity and expression, race, culture or ethnic background, physical or 
mental abilities, family or economic status, gender, or age. We pledge to ourselves 
and all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life together 

and in our outreach to the world. 
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       Please note that off-street  

                 parking is accessible from the   

alley at the bottom of the ramp. 

Handicapped Parking may be used by 

anyone with the appropriate parking 

permit. There is also room for a couple of 

vehicles to park at the bottom of the ramp 

for those who need it. 

                Augustana & St. Timothy’s Previews info 

                                  Please feel free to submit items for the newsletter to publicize 
events or activities in your group.   

 Digital pictures from events would be great!  

Information should be  submitted in detailed written form to the office  

by October 23rd  for the November issue. 

augustana@sasktel.net    306-242-9553 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

      

 

 

     

  

      

      

   

 

 
     

        Thanksgiving, after all, is                   
                a word of action.
    

                                                                               ~W.J. Cameron                          
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to help serve lunch at 
the Friendship Inn on an occasional 

basis? Augustana’s day is 

Thursday, 

October 8th 

from  
  

11:30 AM - 1:15 PM 
Contact Heather  
at 306-244-2726 

for more information or to volunteer. 

Augustana Youth! 
We’re always on the go! 

Contact Austen at 

306-291-1661 to get in 

on the action & activities! 

 
SCATTERED -SITE outreach 

program in La Ronge 
is looking for lots of gently 

used blankets, towels, and 
adult winter clothing 
(Winter Jackets, Ski Pants, 
Socks, Winter Boots, Mitts, 
Toques, Sweaters).  

 
 
Please bring these to the 
church and Adrienne will take 

care of them.           
Thank you! 
Donated: 
155 lbs Soap 
225 Shampoo 
40 Pillow Cases 
Some Clothing 

 

We remind the people of Augustana & St. Timothy’s that the church is a scent-free zone.  

Please be considerate of others who have serious allergies or reactions to scents,  

especially artificial ones. Fragrance is a part of many cosmetics or lotions,  

 and the combined effect of several products can be overwhelming to some.  

Trail appreciation in your wake – not perfume!  

Alzheimer Society 
Coffee Break Day on 
September 17th netted 
$88.00 in donations. 
Thank you for your 
support! 
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Available for purchase!  
 

Recipe books may be purchased  

 directly from the office 

-- just give us a call or drop by!  

Your support of this 

 fundraiser for the wheel chair  

lift is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

Bible Study/Meeting 
 ELW will be holding 

    bible study on Monday, October 26th   

at 7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

              

 

 

           

 All ladies are invited and encouraged to                     

attend. 

 

 

 

E 
 

L 
 

W 
 

FOREVER . . . In Motion  
       The InMotion Exercise Group  

 

                  Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 AM 

  

                            For more morning exercises  
                         and loads of fun! 

 

  

The Holy Rollers are also cutters 
and tearers and sewers. They work 
with used sheets from local hotels 
and they refit them to single-sized 
sheets when possible; otherwise, 
they tear/cut strips to measure 
and roll them into bandages for use 
in emergency or troubled areas  
of the world. Join this group on 
Fridays at 1:00 p.m. 
 if you would like to  
participate.  

C O L L E C T I V E  K I T C H E N S  
 

The Bread of Life  
& 

Domestic Divas   
 

Help this worthy ministry &  
contribute to the purchase  

of a new oven by making  
a donation. Designate your  

monetary offering to the  
Collective Kitchen. Contact  

Mary Lissel — 343-8082  

CANADIAN LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
LEARNING AND LIVING KITS 

 
We will again have the opportunity to make Learning and 
Living Kits for CLWR. We Care bags can be purchased 
each Sunday, beginning October 25th. 
 
Each kit contains the following: 

 3 lined notebooks 

 10 pencils w/erasers 

 1 metric ruler, 1 pencil sharpener & 1 eraser 

 1 pack of crayons or pencil crayons 

 1 new small and simply toy not requiring batteries 

 1bar of soap & 1 toothbrush (new & wrapped) 

 1 tube of toothpaste(expiration day no earlier than 

one year) 

Place all items into a We Care bag securing the toy on the 
outside. Label, on masking tape, “Children’s Kit”. Return 
the kit(s) to the church Sunday, November 29th to be 
blessed and then the kits are shipped to the CLWR 
warehouse in Winnipeg.  
 
Last year, we made SIXTY kits, let’s see if we can surpass 
that this year! 
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Zoomer Idol will provide  an opportunity for 

older adults 55+ who are ready to step into 

the spotlight.  

 

To recognize and celebrate the diverse 

talents of these older adults, the Saskatoon 

Council on Aging will be holding a fall 

fundraising event Saskatoon Zoomer Idol, 

featuring a showcase of performances from 

eight outstanding individuals or groups. 

 

In 2014, attendees “rocked and rolled” at the 

first Zoomer Idol Competition. We 

guarantee another entertaining night of fun 

where the audience can cheer on Zoomer 

Idol contestants on October 22, 2015! 

 

 
  Mealtime Assistance Program   At Luther Special Care Home, we routinely need extra 

volunteers during every meal to assist residents who are unable to feed themselves. Having 

enough helping hands on a daily basis for breakfast, lunch and supper can be very 

challenging. Val Aubichon has stepped forward to volunteer for 2 hours each week as 

Mealtime Assistance Program Volunteer Coordinator. She is currently gathering 

information that will help us recruit and train more volunteers to provide timely and 

courteous meal time assistance to our residents. If you would like more information, or would like to offer your help, 

please contact Val at (306) 280-0309 or valaub@sasktel.net.  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you have denim jeans that have outlived  
their usefulness? There is a demand for quilts 

made with denim, so your old pants or other denim 
Clothing would be welcome.   

Traditional blue is fine,  
but we would welcome all colours  

of the rainbow. Thanks for your donation!  

 
 

Inter-Lutheran/inter-church effort to help others . . .  

Reclaimed bar soap/shampoo from  

Saskatoon hotels helps needy persons locally  

as well as refugees worldwide. You can help by  

picking up a bucket to sort and clean in your own  

home year-round! At any time, pick up  

a “Take Me!” bucket outside the back shed at  

1238 - 15 St. E (corner of Wiggins and 15th St.)  

- instructions included.  

Or contact Adrienne Kinchen at 306-244-5770 or 

kinchen@sasktel.net  

or Allan Grundahl at 306-244-3748 or 

agrundahl@sasktel.net   

 

Zoomer  

Idol 

 
 

Tuesday afternoon Bible Study will resume on October 13th 

From 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm in the church’s fellowship hall. 

We will be studying the significance of King David of Irsael. 

Please contact Ken Peterson at   kpeterson2@shaw.ca          

or   306-343-6417 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Growth Group 
will meet Tuesday October 6th & 20th at 7 

a.m. at the home of 

Heather Kleiner (314 Cumberland Ave. N) 
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mailto:kpeterson2@shaw.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIGdwvPpksgCFYZwPgodMs4Phw&url=http://www.hurstvillenewchurch.com/spiritual growth/pathofintegrity/pathofintegrity.html&bvm=bv.103627116,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHS5G0GpVOI1jPN052qXnoEOvkVog&ust=1443292532966645
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMH58tLrksgCFYtaPgodugIO0g&url=http://friday-pics.xyz/v/vegetable-page-border.html&bvm=bv.103627116,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNF47foSRYsXn3Ym5kMysJp6xKccSA&ust=1443293020345000
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SAVE the DATE:  Reformation 500-Year Commemoration Gathering 
Sunday, November 1st, 2015, 2:30 pm, Redeemer Lutheran Church.   
In preparation for the 500-year anniversary of the Reformation in 2017, LuMinHoS (Lutheran Ministry in Hospitals 
of Saskatoon) is hosting Dr. Robert Bugbee, President of the Lutheran Church – Canada.  
Dr. Bugbee’s talk will focus on the importance of the Reformation today.  Please mark this date on your calendar 
and watch for more information in the fall. 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 
                  Christmas Hamper Launch Lunch – November 1 

                             Come support the Health Cabinet to provide   

                        Christmas Joy to those who need some extra help 

                        this Christmas Season. 

                              Watch the Health Cabinet board for posters! 

  
 

                                      Saskatoon 

                                Grandmothers 

                                         4 

                                Grandmothers 

 
                                 
FABRIC SALE on Saturday, October 17th 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
At St. Martin’s Church 
2617 Clarence Ave S. 
      All proceeds go to the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation whose mandate is to fight 
HIV/AIDS in Africa and to assist the 
grandmothers who are raising their AIDS-
orphaned grandchildren. 
      Donations of unused fabric, quilting 
fabric, yarn, knitting needles, thread, 
sewing notions, etc. can be dropped off at 
the church on Thursday, October 15th 
from 9 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.. 
For more info call: 
Wilma Roosdahl – 306-382-2356 
Susan Ashton – 306-373-3210 
Jenny Neal – 306-343-9448 

The only Augustana Congregation left in Canada 
I became aware recently that the two other congregations in Canada bearing the name of Augustana (Vancouver and 
Edmonton) have both been either closed or merged into another congregation. That leaves us, Augustana of Saskatoon, 
the last congregation bearing the name of our mother synod (Augustana Lutheran Church) in Canada. There are of 
course still a few congregations left with that name in the USA. 
Much along that same line, I have now received my complimentary copy of the book SWEDES IN CANADA which I am to 
read and review. It was published this year by the University of Toronto Press. Some years ago the author of this book 
stayed in our home and met with some of us of Swedish ancestry here in our Augustana chapel as I recall.  When I finish 
the book and write my review of it for publication elsewhere, I will write another short review of it for Augustana 
Previews. 
Ken   Peterson                                    

 

 

 

 
Jazz Cantata: 
The Saskatoon Jazz Orchestra will be preforming a Jazz Cantata on 
Sunday, October 4th at the Broadway Theatre at 7:30 p.m. 
Guest artist is David Braid, the talented multi Juno Award winning 
pianist, who just wrote the music for a film that did very well at the 
Toronto International Film Festival called Born to Be Blue. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOY Group presents “Oktoberfest” 

Thursday, October 15th at 12 Noon in the 

fellowship hall. 

                                     

Ekw                                   ELW’s Annual 
                                Birthday Party Celebration 
                                                      at 
                                Luther Special Care Home 
                      
 
                                  Wednesday, October 28th 
                                                2:00 PM 
 
 
                                 All are welcome to attend. 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKL4lcTwksgCFct1PgodpLkAfA&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/christmas-black-and-white-pictures&psig=AFQjCNHt6WGHs5IWrAaiHAX1Lv1pKkeNAA&ust=1443294320647167
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNWnwMTzksgCFQxaPgodg98Jxw&url=http://www.clipartsheep.com/woman-using-sewing-machine-clipart/dT1hSFIwY0RvdkwybHRZV2RsY3k1amJHbHdZWEowY0dGdVpHRXVZMjl0TDNObGQybHVaeTFqYkdsd0xXRnlkQzFoZHpRM09UZ3VaMmxtfHc9MjUwfGg9MjM3fHQ9Z2lmfA/&bvm=bv.103627116,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNH18YKfT7pqNzPL-AztNwEBJjnx6A&ust=1443295126003013
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://bethshalomatlanta.org/&bvm=bv.103627116,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNH1c1dnW4NIrEFlOErOAbd0abTOZA&ust=1443299021632651
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJ-f2Y2Xk8gCFYk9kgod8QIIxw&url=http://www.cliparthut.com/octoberfest-banner-clipart.html&bvm=bv.103627116,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE6FArjAIm1Ow8OTyh0-1UboyqE3Q&ust=1443304660528868
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCN3porqYk8gCFQVckgod3YMEMA&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/lds-family-clipart-black-and-white&bvm=bv.103627116,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNENrYcVnvVPDtU7gf1gQbXAeigLKg&ust=1443305045107417
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“Liberated by God’s Grace” – a report on the  2015 ELCIC Convention. 

 

In early July, for four smoky days  – compliments of fires in northern Saskatchewan and Alberta -  about 

250 delegates and 125 visitors gathered at the Shaw Conference Centre in Edmonton for the 15th Biennial 

Convention of the ELCIC. We gathered under the theme “Liberated by God’s Grace,” and notes of 

freedom and fresh beginnings resounded throughout the gathering. 

I`d like to comment on some of the most significant items that were addressed by and acted upon at 

convention. For more information and for a deeper look at all of these items, I would refer you to the 

July/August 2015 edition of the Canada Lutheran, as well as to the online Bulletin of Reports and 

Convention Minutes at http://elcic.ca/In-Convention/2015-Edmonton/Bulletin-Of-Reports.cfm and 

http://elcic.ca/In-Convention/2015-Edmonton/Minutes.cfm.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES: Noteworthy decisions were made regarding changes to the ELCIC’s 

constitution and bylaws. These changes reflect changing resources and circumstances of the church, and 

are intended to allow more flexibility so that the church can make needed changes without being tied to 

a cumbersome several-years-long process that constitutional changes have previously required. 

Noteworthy effects of these changes are the shift to smaller conventions that will be held every three years 

rather than every two, and a change in the length of the National Bishop’s term from four years to six 

years. 

 

ELECTION OF THE BISHOP: Susan Johnson was elected, on the third ballot, to serve a third four-

year term as our National Bishop. 

 

ELCIC REFORMATION CHALLENGE 2015-2017: The year 2017 will mark the 500th anniversary of 

the beginning of the Reformation, and in anticipation of that the convention adopted a challenge to work 

towards the following: Together we will seek to provide 500 new refugee sponsorships, 500 bursaries for 

students in schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, 500,000 newly 

planted trees in Canada and around the world, and $500,000 for the Lutheran World Federation 

Endowment Fund (see https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/endowment-fund for more information on 

this fund). These are lofty goals, and they may be difficult to attain, but together they reflect our calling 

and our commitment to be a church serving the other rather than serving ourselves. 

 

REPUDIATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY: Since the time of the travels of Europeans to 

North America in the fifteenth century, a teaching has existed – officially and unofficially – that promotes 

the idea that this continent was discovered by Europeans, who then claimed a God-given right to own and 

control it. There is no need at this point to remind you of the damage that this teaching has been a part of 

over the ensuing centuries, particularly to the indigenous peoples of this land. Judy Henry, Executive 

Director of KAIROS, led us in a discussion of this doctrine, and the church in convention later voted to 

repudiate the doctrine. This decision is not just an adoption of a statement; instead, it is an open and clear 

rejection of a teaching that has caused immeasurable harm to people who are made in the image of God, 

and it expresses a commitment of our church to work for the healing of relations between all of the peoples 

who live in this place we all call home.  

 

PRESENTATION ON RECONCILIATION BY DR. MARIE WILSON OF THE TRUTH AND 

RECONCILIATION COMMISSION: Dr. Wilson challenged us to live out our theme – Liberated 

by God’s Grace – by committing with all the people of Canada to work for reconciled relationships with 

one another, so that all of our people might be free and our communities might thrive.  She also helped 

us to see more clearly that the whole issue of Residential Schools and the damage they have done is not 

just a problem for Indigenous Canadians to address; instead, it is something that affects us all and that 

wounds all of our communities. The witness and resilience of the survivors can inspire us as a nation to 

http://elcic.ca/In-Convention/2015-Edmonton/Bulletin-Of-Reports.cfm
http://elcic.ca/In-Convention/2015-Edmonton/Minutes.cfm
https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/endowment-fund
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move towards a future of reconciled relationships, and to move us to understand the need to rethink the 

ways that we understand ourselves as a nation.  

During the presentations on this and on the Doctrine of Discovery, it was noted that the 

involvement of the ELCIC in these matters is significant.  We operated no residential schools and so could 

simply wash our hands of the whole matter if we chose to do so.  Instead, we are recognizing that we are 

all affected, and that we too must be involved in the confession, the healing, and the moving forward that 

are needed. 

 

POLICY REGARDING AUTHORIZED LAY MINISTRIES: At recent synodical and national 

conventions, the ELCIC has been called upon to consider options to allowed authorized lay people to 

preside at the sacraments – particularly Holy Communion - in specific local situations. This action has 

been called for in response to the growing number of congregations that are unable to afford regular 

pastoral service and so are going for long periods of time without sacramental ministry of any kind. The 

convention adopted a policy that addresses this need and allows for lay people to preside in the rare 

circumstance that there are no other options available.  This was one of the most passionately debated 

items of business, and it was good to see the way in which those on all sides of the conversation listened 

to and sought to understand one another.  

 

Apart from these specific highlights, I was most moved by the overall feel of the convention.  Gone are 

the days of divisive and hurtful debate, attacks, and hearsay that we experienced so often during the days 

when we struggled with decisions around sexuality.  Even though we all recognize that we do not all 

agree on these and other matters, there was a much stronger sense at this convention that we are no longer 

a people divided. This sense, I’m quite certain, was fed and nurtured by a number of things at convention.  

Worship – which was surprisingly low-key for a national convention - drew us together in very grace-

filled ways, allowing us together to confess, to be forgiven, to be healed, and above all to be fed. The 

convention theme reinforced in us again and again that the whole point of this gospel that draws us 

together is to liberate and to heal us; this helped to foster a sense that we now gather as a church made 

fresh, and church made new, and a church set free to serve and to care for the world around us.  Perhaps 

this last note expresses my deepest impression of this gathering of the church: we are a people who have 

a deepening sense that we are in the world to serve and to care for all that is broken and in need of healing.  

We gathered in those four smoky days, and the smoke was cleared for us, and our eyes were opened to 

see clearly that we are called together to be a people for the world around us. 

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to serve the church – both Augustana and the ELCIC – as a 

delegate to convention. 

 

Rev. Paul Sartison 
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Calendar at a Glance 
 

Friday, October 2 

               5:30 PM   Departure for Confirmation 

                                Retreat in Outlook 

 9:00 PM AA Meeting 

Saturday, October 3 

        3:00 PM The Tea Room Group 

  5:00 PM Arrival from Confirmation Retreat 

Sunday, October 4 

  10:30 AM Worship and Sunday School 

  7:30 PM Jazz Cantata-Broadway Theatre 

Tuesday, October 6 

  7:00 AM Spiritual Growth Group-H.Kleiner’s 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  2:00 PM Prayer Net at Ev Schumacker’s 

Wednesday, October 7 

 7:00 AM Men’s Book & Breakfast-Rembrandts 

Thursday, October 8 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  11:30 AM Friendship Inn Luncheon 

  7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Friday, October 9 

  9:00 PM AA Meeting 

Saturday, October 10 

  9:00 AM Choir Practice 

  3:00 PM The Tea Room Group 

Sunday, October 11 

  10:30 AM Worship  

   (Pastor David’s last Sunday) 

Monday, October 12 

   Thanksgiving Day 

Tuesday, October 13 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  1:30 PM Bible Study-K.Peterson 

Wednesday, October 14 

 7:00 AM Men’s Book & Breakfast-Rembrandts 

Thursday, October 15 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  12:00 PM JOY Group-Octoberfest 

  7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Friday, October 16 

  1:00 PM Holy Rollers 

  9:00 PM AA Meeting 

Saturday, October 17 

  3:00 PM The Tea Room Group  

Sunday, October 18 

  10:30 AM Worship and Sunday School 

   Healing Prayers 

  5:30 PM ICHM Dinner at Luther Tower 

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 20 

  7:00 AM Spiritual Growth Group-H.Kleiner’s 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  1:30 PM Bible Study-K.Peterson 

Wednesday, October 21 

  7:00 AM Men’s Book & Breakfast-Rembrandts 

  7:00 PM Council Meeting 

Thursday, October 22 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  7:00 PM Choir Practice 

  7:00 PM Health Cabinet 

Friday, October 23 

  1:00 PM Holy Rollers 

  3:00 PM Worship Committee 

  9:00 PM AA Meeting 

Saturday, October 24 

        3:00 PM The Tea Room Group 

Sunday, October 25 

  10:30 AM Worship and Sunday School 

Monday, October 26 

  7:30 PM ELW Bible Study 

Tuesday, October 27 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  1:30 PM Bible Study-K.Peterson 

Wednesday, October 28 

 7:00 AM Men’s Book & Breakfast-Rembrandts 

 2:00 PM ELW-Birthday Party-Luther Special 

Care Home 

 7:00 PM Shalom Women-Broadway Roastery 

Thursday, October 29 

  10:00 AM InMotion Exercises 

  7:00 PM Choir Practice 

Friday, October 30 

  1:00 PM Holy Rollers 

  7:00 PM Parish Nurse Ministry Education 

Program – Integrator of Faith & 

Health 

  9:00 PM AA Meeting 

Saturday, October 31 

  9 AM – 4 PM Parish Nurse Ministry Education 

Program – Integrator of Faith & 

Health 

     9 AM – 4 PM Saskatoon Conference Convention 

  in Hanley 

        3:00 PM The Tea Room Group 
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